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Research, to be meaningful to the community, shbaldble
to affect or mold the practice of medicine, favdyalit is in
this context that thelnternational Journal of Medical
Science Research and Practice (freely available at
http: /imww.ijmsrp.cony) is being launched. And | feel proud
to be writing the inaugural editorial. The aim bétjournal is
to bring together the researcher and the pracéti@m the
same platform, so as to build up the providersgedige, and
capacity for evidence-informed practice. IJMSRP ds
quarterly, open access, peer reviewed journal wittie
scope of subjects, i.e. basic medical science stije
(anatomy, physiology, biochemistry), para-clinicalbjects
(pathology, microbiology, pharmacology, forensicdicine,
community medicine); and clinical sciences (medigin
surgery, obstetrics gynecology, orthopedics, pedsat
ophthalmology, otolaryngology, psychiatry, dermapl,
medical ethics, and medical education) etc. Pradeats of
all levels should benefit from the wide range afthguality,
accessible articles published in this journal.
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answers, even though they may not be the ultimate
unchallengeable truth to the research questioayaet to the
practice of medicine. It is a boon in disguise thatresearch
is perfect. Had it been, there would be no new thygses,
no new postulates, and no new theories to work upon
Another question is “whether every research habeto
novel"? Papers are often rejected for the lackasfeity. The
editors look for a novelty not only in the researglestion,
but equally so in the methods undertaken to sohis t
guestion. This may need some debate. Repetitioold=r
experiments is also essential, not only to validageearlier
findings, but also to find out whether the resuksuld
change with change in setting of the study or arpemt, or
over a period of time. At the same time, a novestwn the
selection of participants, inclusion criteria, ®olcase-
definitions, outcome measures, study devotion,of@lup
and statistical methods can serve to bring a nevedsion to
research. This needs to be amply highlighted wheaper is
being sent for publication, so as to quench thdogdi
inevitable thirst for novelty. No research questi®®ver too

What constitutes research and what kind of researchtale despite it being repeated. There can alwaysdwer

deserves to be published is a never-ending debatane,
every research is pertinent and merits publicaséigiong as
it is ethical, relevant (to be able to have an icta practice
of the specialty) and topical (applicable to cutraeeds).

The basic idea of a research is to clear doubte Th

generalizability of the results would, however, eeg upon
the robustness of the methodology adopted to answeer
research question. As there can be different pathsach a
destination, there can be several methodologiemswer a

settings, different tools, diverse population grswgnd novel
outcome measures with the same research questibat’sV
more important is the honesty and confidence witlictvthe

research is conducted.

For me, another desirable function of a researthaisit
should be able to generate more queries than abis to
answer. This is essential for a cascading and rewding
guest for knowledge. Once Mount Everest was coragljet
was not that the mountaineers stopped scaling #ak;p

research question. Mount Everest has been conqueregther, it was pursued with more vigor, it was pkesh with

through various routes, and yet a perfect routgeisto be
discovered—the ‘perfect route’ here referring ta omhere
the mountaineer doesn’t face death, illness or ather
hindrances in achieving the goal. Such a route mpeshaps,
never be discovered yet the mighty peak will camtino be
the attraction of the climbers, to satisfy theirsgian of
adventure. Same is true for research; all methoa#e h
one/another flaw and thus there is no method ‘terdegt’ to
answer a research question. Knowing that fully wwed seek

more knowledge and it revealed more of the mourttaém

had been known before. Several new questions were
generated during each ascent and the focus théedsho
answering these, taking into consideration new mpatars

for the success of a journey like the shortesterotlite safest
route, the most feasible route, the least use afneogical
assistance, a differently-abled person as the legve
preventing mortality and morbidity related to highitude
climbing, etc. A research question therefore resalive by
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leaving in its wake more questions. That is theubeaf
research. The natural hierarchical progressionaofstational
research starts with the generation of researchstipme
execution of technical research and its transfaonainto
operational research before being finally absorlasd a
policy into the (health) system.

Fellow editors and researchers, the choice issyotou
can hunt for the perfect research, the one thatieftly
gives a precise and correct answer, or you can fookhe
research where you are left newer questions tceoonvith.
As for me, | believe that every research is peréectong as
it provides new dimensions, presents understandshdag
evidences and admits limitations. You can look foe
perfect research according to the parameters ygubsi
odds are, it's right in front of your eyes.
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